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Talk of the studio is a frivolous piece of nonsense. It’s also 
serious, sometimes insightful. It’s revealing, clearly comic 
and it’s loosely veiled anonymity is a blip of a diversion in 
our busy week.
 
Which is exactly why I love it, and exactly why I feel it’s 
important.
 
As a record of our conversations, our off-hand comments 
and impulsive responses, I feel it’s a fair reflection and 
truthful record of the life and lives of the studio. Reading 
through the following pages,  I’m amazed how easy it is to 
attribute most comments to their anonymous owners. I 
think I can tell who has visited the studio, what projects we 
are talking about, and honestly, get a feel for the frustra-
tions and raw humour that has surfaced this year.
 
It’s too easy to get busy, and now more than ever, it’s 
important to focus and become consumed in our projects. 
It’s what we do. We design. But as you know, I also believe 
it’s critical to concurrently be reflective about how we are 
designing. In beingconscious and creative in designing the 
way we design, we’ll get better, challenge convention and 
continue to be a really quite remarkable studio full of cre-
ative happy people.
 
Which is why I see this frivolous blip of nonsense as im-
portant and one of the ways that we are being thoughtful 
practitioners. Our language, our formal and informal com-
munication is fuel for our creativity, and essential to the 
success of our projects. So, if the Talk of the Studio simply 
causes a moment of reflection, a wry smile, or a furrowed 
brow in our working week, then I think it’s succeded.
 
Thanks to all, but mostly to Luke, for his good ears, edito-
rial restraint and persistence.

Rhys
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1.  All quotes are anonymous. 

3. Anybody can submit a quote.

2. All quotes appear in the order
in which they were said.





13 JANUARY
Every city has a KISS FM. 

- I heard there are two guys in Sweden that 
create all the great (music) hooks...them and 
two women in LA.
- Hookers.

Where’s Andrew?

Cold-fusion in a mayonnaise jar.

That’s how the movie would have it. 

If you can point at it (on The Wall) it becomes 
legitimate. 

Why are we trying to look at music and location?



20 JANUARY
I think your bread is burning. 

This is the year of YES. 

It’s a stud finder. It finds things like Tom. 

27 JANUARY
I will say no to at least 3 people.

Marriage…it’s only hard at night. 

- There’s a bit of pressure.
- A shit load of pressure.

When you go, leave some good music behind. 

He only pays 15% tax?!

I’m off to Sunnyvale…

Go after it like Seal Team 6 going after Bin Laden

Did you cut your own hair?



3 FEBRUARY
It’s a a yes week.

Why can’t there be a Chief Emotional Officer?

I just laser cut leather, so if you smell burnt flesh...

With snowboarding it’s always, “you should have 
been here yesterday.”

The night before a race I used to have a quiet moment 
with my bike. Now it’s on a hook in the garage. 

 You look like a stylish young accountant.

That’s like the founding fathers saying “My 
signature looks bad, let’s start over.”

It’s funny, MP3 seems to be a dirty word now.

I am still having trouble understanding why we are 
interested in music and place.

Boring can be beautiful.

This picture was taken in Scandinavia, in the 
summer, obviously. 

The big picture will come by designing.

I don’t think there’s any real value in opening up 
kimonos yet.

There always got to be a way to cheat. 

There’s no dickheads in the room…seriously.

I don’t read Luke’s email.

8 hours, 
no tricks



10 FEBRUARY
You know I was just joking. I do read your emails.

I’ll be working with Jessica on hazardous waste.

Didn’t Hannibal Lector work in anagrams? 

Every man goes through a beer making stage.

Germans are used to dubbing.

Our target audience is effervescent, young, 
appreciates design, hyper connected, and pre-family. 
If you have a child that sticks you over the edge. 

- Did he come in with Victoria?
- Pre-Victoria.

There is no good way for a man to ask another man 
if they want to go get yogurt. 

There’s a scene in Batman and Robin where they 
cover their stomaches in buttermilk…

It’s so quiet. It’s like everybody took the day off. 

- Is it cold or I am going through menopause?
- Menopause

Can it levitate?

It’s a hot chocolate day. 

It should be a year of going to Market. 

Everything looks good. One last thing. I am just Carl. 

A sphere can’t fit in your pocket. 

There’s a reason why people carry single knives.

People like fun.

Have you ever done flocking at a dance class?

- Are you interested in…
- Building a meth lab.



17 FEBRUARY
He’ll be here as a bit of a sanity check. 

It turns out business people want sex just a 
much as anyone else. That’s why they go to 
conferences. 

It’s the kind of place that sells knock-off Haines 
underwear. 

The ability to lie is important socially. 

This a bicycling studio not a golf studio.

Child-proof has become adult-proof. 

- Valentine’s Day is manufactured by Hallmark 
anyway.
- We should have bought them.

It’s like World War II coffee, if you’re in the 
trenches it’s OK. 

We won’t be able to wordsmith our way through 
this one.

It mounts on things, not people.

All design projects are fragile by nature. 

It’s going to be a Ramen (noodle) month.  

A location-based music player will always 
default to Rihanna.

In a toilet, in a foreign land...that’s gold 

A designer really appreciates ruthless focus. . 

24 FEBRUARY
I got engaged over the weekend…god help me.

Henceforth that room will be called the Ping Pong room.

A destination wedding has its own project 
management issues. 

It’s not like we are sending people to the moon and 
they might not come back. It’s entirely possible. 

To serve is one of the most honorable things, but we 
are not a design service.

Project walls only work when they are owned and 
they are active. 

I wouldn’t underestimate the value of being ruthless 
and simple. It’s something that people appreciate. 

Cat videos aren’t enough anymore. We need a 
storytelling aspect.

Nostalgia has something to do with imperfection. 

I am not buying a new phone until it can project 
Princess Leia.

I stole…I adapted…I was inspired by…

Since you showed a top secret Disney project I’ll 
show a top secret Disney project. 

I didn’t know you were a Liverpool fan. That’s 
disgusting. 



Two raisins or a cranberry can 
quickly de-fizz a soda.



2 MARCH
There was a moment when I realized I wasn’t 
going to be an Olympian. I was 28. 

A stand-up comedian should never try to be 
funny during a Q & A. 

I’ve been told I look like Phil Mickelson and now, 
apparently, Lee Majors. 

That’s why Accessories changed their name to 
Gear. It’s an overly burdened name. 

It’s always good to have the word first 
somewhere in a project. 

We aren’t a very good catch-up company. We 
play good with a lead. 

Common Rumpelstiltksin passwords

Most of the connected objects in the world are boxes. 

I got over project names when they named 
project Pinocchio, Pinocchio.

You know he was bitten by dogs.

For a design studio we need to do more designing. 

Landing in America can bring out the worst in people.

- I was never one to grab a beer maid’s eye.
- That’s a a man.

People collect a lot of crap. 

No, I defy you. You will not have sway over my mind. 

This maybe a people-do-what-they-are-doing day.

9 MARCH
If I start foaming at the mouth call 911.

Welsh cakes, food of the Gods. 

It’s one of those things that aliens some day will 
come down and say thank you for that resource. 

My instinct is to do 2, 5, and 8. 

When I see someone interesting I want to know why 
type of music they listen to and where do they buy 
their shoes. 

Knobs are knobs. 

My interest is that of a theoretical interest. 

- This could be a full time job.
- What, coming up with ridiculous ideas?

One final thing, is this legal?

When you put objects in people’s hands they can 
better understand the idea. 

Till death do us part- the divine prenuptial agreement. 

If it is clear and easy, someone else would have done 
it. We don’t do those types of projects. 

I think sometimes we are our own worst enemy. 

Did you see Target is selling stick-on Lorax mustaches?

It’s a cheap Peter Gabriel stage tactic. 

It doesn’t email. It doesn’t send text messages. It 
doesn’t have the temptations of Angry Birds. 



16 MARCH
Are there any art colleges in NCAA tournament?

Everybody has a life worth recording.

How was South by Southwest?

The As If button.

I’ll show you my concept. 

I studied there for a little while…I mean I 
partied there. 

- When I was young I had Richard Simmons tape 
and I did it every day. I thought I had fat ankles. 
- Paging Dr. Freud. 

Gamification has jumped the shark.

- We were just talking about the Marauders 
map. 
- What, again?

That’s a bit of Siri humor.

I’ll show you my concept. 

People eat like Henry the 8th.

- A touch of the of the gout. 
- A touch of the amputation. 
- A touch of the gilateen. 

Peak, Tweak, Primitives and Pairs. 

23 MARCH
- How did he do in the marathon?
- He ran as if he was being chased by dogs. 

It’s the end of the day, blood sugars are going down. 

- We are designing the future of tomorrow, today. 
- Except on Tuesdays. 

Should we dive right in with some Mad Libs?

I think cool is a really loose term. 

People have different expectations of pockets. 

It’s not perfect but it’s perfect for the end of today. 

There is a ping pong tournament coming.

A pair of scissors with Apple C. Do it.

I am clearly a bigger size than this Asian shirt. 

The plotter is a great way to resign.

The genius of Amazon is that they take orders. 

What you just said could be used in a new Bengals song. 

Don’t assume there is a problem that needs to be solved. 

As a universal, people are lazy. 

Partners are the path to success.  

The devil is in the details…that’s what they teach 
you in law school.



30 MARCH
I am finally getting the hazardous waste out of the shop 
this week…it’s been a long time coming. 

It’s relatively difficult to implement but relatively 
easy to visualize. 

Only a Finnish manufacture would have a snow mode 
on their camera. 

We’re past the point of no display. 

I like the eye in my head but sometimes I would like 
to roll it across the room. 

We were being ambitious in a space where there 
were already ambitious and talented people. 

He wants a phone that floats in water and can be 
thrown against a wall. He doesn’t give a shit about 
apps. 

Generating more words has limits. 

It’s a binary thing when you move to the United State- you 
get skinnier or you get bigger. Pick a path. 

It was a bagel injury. 

You can’t send a text message in another language. 
It’s crap.

I’ve had a 100-day cough before. 

I think everything is vulnerable until it launches. 

Good ideas keep coming back until somebody does 
it right. 

Nothing speaks like delivering. 

I look like the Pope in that Francis Bacon painting. 



6 APRIL
A tree fell on her house.

- I need an inch, just an extra inch.
- That’s what she said.

A phone is no good without other people. 

I am trying to think of the German expression…the 
moment an elephant relieves himself. 

A 100 day cough is called pneumonia. 

- How many people are going into Google Earth and 
trying to find their house?
- I do it all the time. 

The first moment in any first-person shooter 
games usually starts with you waking up from a 
coma or getting out of prison. 

The experience should promising on the way in, 
rewarding on the way out and invisible in between.

- Have badges jumped the shark?
- They are the shark.

The thing about replay in video games is that your 
paying attention to your own attention. 

If this was a science fiction film…

If it’s funny and weird then we want to share it.

In Mad Men everything inside the office is 
interesting, everything outside of it no so much.

It looks like you lost weight.

I am going to the loo. I”ll be back in two minutes. 

Has anybody seen the 3D glasses flying around here?

- I am sick of it. We’ve been talking about the 
project for 8 months. 
- That’s about the term of a pregnancy. . 



13 APRIL
- Steve and Maarten will be coming down on 
Tuesday.
- Steve Martin?

There’s a shortage of raspberry pies around the 
world. 

We are called Advanced Design because we 
advance.** 

Our gardener is Melanie Griffith and Antonio 
Banderas’ Gardner. 

It’s back when we had desk phones here, a long 
time ago…

The sushi and Kardashians thing was nice but can 
we do a quick lunch?

When we try to do everything we do nothing well.

Facebook killed Flickr. 

- This is a picture of when my son thought my arm 
was a nipple and gave me a hickey. 
- Ah, a father’s right of passage.

This is all developer gobblie gook.

Have you Googled Santorum?

I think in heaven we are all going to be together…
without bodies.

Did you steal my power (supply)?

Buttons on objects are still really good for stuff.

Any technology will be used by some extreme user 
group in some extreme way. 

Never trust a gin drinker.

I’ve crossed a bridge today, a metaphysical bridge, 
but a bridge. 

What you are gong to need is an N9 and a fake 
Facebook account. 

The Toyota Cameria is the King of Thailand’s car of 
choice.

It’s just my opinion. 



20 APRIL
Did you do anything out of the ordinary this 
weekend…like rob a bank. 

It’s hard to screw up brunch.

Treat Nokia’s money as your own. 

I have one meta comment. 

You are starting to look more and more like the Six 
Million Dollar Man everyday.

Good design takes time. 

On of the best archiving techniques is alphabetical order. 

It’s dark in your pocket.

I am very good at getting out of slipknots and full nelsons. 

Anticipation is half the fun.

Suffering + Time = Humor

Costas from Brand. Lenny from upstairs.

I have a theory that involves an older brother. 

She helps us understand global teenagers.

There was a small satanic reference found in the 
design so we got a slap on the wrist. 

Do not ask for permission. Ask for forgiveness.

That’s the start of a joke: A man walks into a pub 
with a dog on his shoulder.

What would we do without computers?

My son would love your mustache. 

I have a teeth cleaning on Tuesday. 

It’s not grounded in physics, it’s grounded in time 
travel.

If you want the truth all you would need to do is put 
me in a hot air balloon.

That’s a fancy word for bitch session. 

You can pretty much do anything on an app. 

One brand that is taking adventure seriously is Red Bull.

Going back once is a powerful gesture. 



27 APRIL
If it’s not on the Wall it’s not a project. It’s not a 
project if it’s not on the Wall.

In a wireless future you’ll still need wires.

Passive Aggressive Mode

I can only imagine that happening at a slumber 
party. 

Are you on some Steve Jobs diet? 

I think 30 million users and 1 billion dollars has 
spoken (Instagram).

I never left the resort. 

Is this the soundtrack to Shaft?

It’s kind of like popping the hood on my 
mustang…which I don’t have.

It’s complicated stuff with complicated people.

Alcohol was served.

My son does not like sand. 

When I went into the sea I didn’t take my phone. 

4 May
Getting a haircut is always a good move.

We have a saying in the car industry, “You can do it 
right or you can do it over.”

The cable guy said he would come between 8 - 12.

I might have to take tomorrow off because I missed 
my anniversary. 

Drug-Lord Palatial

Hardware Agnostic

During a midlife crisis some men buy motorcycles, 
others buy sailing shoes.

The organizational reality is that we can’t travel 
anymore.

Big boots, big feet.

Gorilla Glass

Orange for sports

It’s our come to Jesus moment. 

I was traveling with a former Norwegian Olympian, 
now 65. 

A Silicon Valley pivot. 

I’ll be in the shop.

Thank you everybody. We’ve evacuated the office in 
4 minutes 16 seconds. 



11 MAY
2012 colors

- I have my immigration interview tomorrow.
- So you might not be back.

- We will have a new employee, Jeremy Matters, 
joining us next Monday.
- Of course he does. 

Tee shirts are so yesterday so I got us these wrist bands. 

Today you have to offer a guy a herd of cows for a 
raspberry pie. 

The best camera is always the one at hand.

Design is a weird profession in that you get paid 
twice.- not just dollars and cents but in that people 
enjoy your work. 

You’ve got to be careful when you type in dancing 
(in a search engine).

Don’t get between a man and his money.

I’d like to have an attempt at your grizzle.

Objects + Algorithms = Experiences

Every studio should have a child, a dog and a skateboard.

A dangerous combo: drunk people and 
flash photography.

If you can’t remember how it works it doesn’t 
make sense.

Never underestimate the power of cheesy- it might 
be worth a billion dollars.

What’s happened to the old fellow, the squirrel feeder?

They too have global travel ban too and that 
was comforting. 

- Does anyone need anything from over the road?
- No
- Too bad we were going to the bank.

We are going to find a room somewhere.

I think I need a vacation. 

Still young, still snowboarding.

It’s not just another dog with sun glasses.

A little more social, a little more connected, a little 
more aware.

Sorry, I had something melting in the car.

You need to use one computer. Two computers is 
too much. 



18 MAY
I am horrible at safes, good at locks.

The whole premise is that kids fight to the 
death but they do it in a tasteful way.

I am a shallow depth of field guy. 

- This is very artsy place.
- We have fruit in the kitchen.

My shower thought for the day...

It’s always surprising when someone you know 
kills someone else you know. But in hindsight I 
can see it now. 

He’s the Chelsea Clinton of Finland.

I don’t think the war of apps is winnable by 
traditional means. 

It’s looking like a bad day to be a Winklevoss twin.

We pour our blood, sweat and tears into our 
products so we don’t need to talk shit about 
another company.

You are never in trouble until you loose at home. 

You say the word research in the studio and it’s 
like you called someone’s mother a whore. 

I am going to The Shop.

Tomato (ketchup) on tomato (vegetable) seems 
a bit incestuous (on a hamburger). 

Let’s invent the new rap video.

25 May
In the 90’s we were a company that connected people. 
In the 2000’s we connected people to the Internet. 
In the next decade, we connect people to place.

I’ve got phone call about possible contractions.

It’s not a small task but we’re reinventing the map.

Social, Aware, Essential, Familiar, and 
Easily Understandable. 

It’s a rebuilding year. 

- The cougar is trapped in the courtyard.
- He has hostages. 

I don’t think we should be the arbiters of what’s useful.

Do what you want but wear a helmet. 

We have better manuals for our cars than our bodies. 

- Someone’s already done it. 
- Don’t say that. Don’t ever say that. 

The product sold forever because it has great bones. 

- What’s the word on the street?
- Which street?

Babies come at night.

We may disagree but it won’t divide us. 

- I was hoping to hear a sea shanty today.
- It’s not a full day until we hear a sea shanty. 

We were waiting and waiting and then the bots took over. 

 This meeting is only for important people. 



1 JUNE
He is wanted for questioning by the Calabasas 
police. HIs press secretary had no comment.*

Did you have the cleaning bug or was it more of 
the flu?

The worms are the key ingredient. 

Whenever I get super hot I crave sorbet. 

There are a lot of politics involved but the 
politics are about brand survival. 

The camera, by its nature, is a platform. 

No other object pokes me like that.**

The Finns are really good at the last bit of a 
race. 

Every sneeze should end in a merry Christmas. 

My brain is different from other brains. 

I believe there is life on other planets. I am just 
skeptical that they will visit us. 

* He =  Justin Bieber
** Suspected double entendre

8 JUNE
He was teaching a class under a stairwell.

Tutankhamun is not represented on the Wall.

There is an emergency pack of menthols in the 
drawer.

Can you buy me a moment of sweetness?

I’ve given away all my expensive RC Cars.

Sorry about laughing at your silly magazine, I got a 
weird one too in the mail.

I touched the hem of his garment.

C’mon Greece.

Henry, Marko and Michael are talking.

Density is the most underestimated characteristics 
of valuable things.

LUKE ON VACATION
CURATED BY RICH AND RHYS



15 JUNE
It’s a new decision within a small decision, within a 
medium decision, within an astronomical decision. 

I try to go to one event a year where I am not 
part of the tribe. 

I think I am going to take Friday off to go shooting. 

Apparently you can’t roll up and say you want to 
order a straight jacket for your son. 

VIP Pre-Sale for Chris Isaak. Excellent. 

Every Thanksgiving he has to remove at least 
one turkey carcass from the waste disposal. 

We have to go balls to the walls. 

The beatings will continue until moral improves. 

Can you hear us in Calabasas?

I am tired of visions and not making things. 

Is that a nipple on his back?

There is a always a dragon-lady in every school. 

We will know all this and more in heaven. 

What if Nokia were an insane asylum?

It’s a tough time. 

Seen at the Calabasas Starbucks: Germaine Jackson and 
Everyone Loves Raymond’s brother

22 JUNE
The squirrel man is back.

Swim with a buddy.

Sometimes we have to do the slightly boring stuff.

Are you near-sighted or short-sighted?

The caulking has to cure. 

There’s no soccer today. We’ll actually have to talk to 
each other at lunch. 

Do you have any good news?





29 JUNE
We got more bodies hitting the ground than life boats. 

Rich found the origin of balls to the walls. It’s not genitals. 

I am not criticizing your design skills. 

I better let security know I am here. 

People don’t make maps they take maps. 

Is there any more sausages?

Happy Meals are where a lot of things happen. 

Do I trust my boss?

We need to invent our way of this.

It’s popular to kick the patient while on the floor. 

There’s a million ways to keep people aside from 
money and hope. 

Moving from tires to feature phones is a 
significant disruption. 

- My kidney is actually going to regenerate in a month. 
- How did the mind go there?

Humor is key. 

You, as a team, are one of the reasons I am still here.

One cuts. One chooses. 

We are on the right path we are just not moving 
quickly enough. 

 

What’ the divorce procedure in Scientology. 

The person with a disposable lighter never has one 
around. The one with a Zippo always has a Zippo.

My phone will be hot all day, give me a tinkle. 

- Do you have a request?
- A tall, hot blonde.

Buttons are amazing if used the right way. 

Can God be upset?

To your point about organs.

Our special relationship with Microsoft.

Being a designer is not dangerous enough.

Tomorrow at 4:50 we are going to gain a second. 

There’s me. There’s one other person. And then 
there’s Twitter. 



6 JULY



13 JULY
Welcome back.

We got distracted in wine country, lost in two valleys.

Are you the Andy Murray of table tennis?

It’s (Apex Electronics) the kind of place where you 
bring a friend or a weapon. 

I asked my mom to make some pants out of vinyl 
for Halloween. 

And with that I would like to open it up to Calabasas.

- I don’t know if reset is the right word...refocus.
- A Manhattan Project sort of focus. 

Are you onboard for one of the greatest company 
turnaournd’s ever?

It’s always dangerous when the sharpies are mixed in 
with the white board markers.

Ping Pong is a religion to some people around here. 

It’s hard to make stuff.

My first question is why are you here?

Anything that relies on post-curation has a sever 
drop off rate.

It turns out you need a little more than imagination 
to escape your environment. 

High ceilings are a bonus.



20 JULY
- I was on the world’s larger cruise ship- the 
Allure of the Seas.
- Did they do the “how many hamburgers were 
eating during the week” thing?

I am still trying to find out my purpose here.

I am learning about PPD.

The iris is the coolest sensor out there…
arguably. 

The name Ted Renwick is right out of Resident 
Evil. 

- You went slightly overboard.
- You don’t know me very well.

This is free balling a little bit but…

You have to visit Cambodia before you leave this 
world

- Nice balls.
- Write that down. 

It’s nice to get out of 2D for a while. 

He’s got to stay relevant, yo.

I predict a lot of Italian injuries this half.

27 JULY
You can’t measure something without altering it. 

- I would like to mount….
- Chose your next words carefully. 

Avoid the double happy pizza in Cambodia. 

Marauder map with less parchment. 

Was that an earthquake last night?

Our thoughts and prayers are with him.

Did another tree fall on your house?

It’a little bit of Eurovision song contest meets 
horticulture.

Sorry (I almost ran you guys over). You are all 
wearing gray shirts.

I am planning a wedding in France. Hopefully it’s my 
first and last.

It was Adrian, with the spoon, in the kitchen.

I brought in my drone. 

The old snake in the toilet trick. 

I am probably not going to want to listen to music 
underwater. 





3 AUGUST
My teeth fell out last Wednesday.

Duncan’s head is a bit bigger than mine. 

Every studio needs a bard.

Here, it takes swimming naked with the chief. 

It’s human nature- polished things get taken more 
seriously. 

How do we add emotion?

Humans like to fold corners.

You can’t type on a roller coaster. 

There’s a little fellow staring at the plants. 

25 billion doesn’t lie.

His thumb is an interface that’s shaped like his 
bottom or something like that. 

I’m going to let in some optimism. 

Yesterday was the day she was suppose to be born. 

Wednesday night is the new Thursday night. 



10 AUGUST - INDUCTION
This is induction not indoctrination. 

We are a product company. We build things.

There’s a crap load of people who don’t have a 
smartphone. 

We can’t afford to do everything. 

Strategic co-dependence 

Reference Data + Activity Data = Sensor Data

Brand is a proxy for difference. 

February 11 is a date that will live in infamy at Nokia. 

Microsoft is like us- they are re-orgy. 

We see that success in North America rubs off in 
South America. 

The days of Welcome to Nokia, here is your 
computer, here is your phone, the bathroom’s over 
there are over. 

Developers want to know two things. First, can I 
break it? Then what can I do with it. 

It’s HTC or us and Microsoft is not backing any 
ponies. They will ride the pony in front. 

Things break in life. 

We don’t do bribes. 

 

The next 12-18 months at will probably be the most 
exiting in the 140 year history of the company. 

I still believe. 

Does anybody know how many people lived in San 
Fransisco in 1846?

In order to predict the future you have to invent it. 

Young people are more likely to try something new. 

This is a country (Finland) that gave the women the 
first right to vote in Europe.

Innovation around the world is basically coming out 
of three suburbs around here. 

Roller coaster launches are like blockbuster 
premieres except one happens every two years. 

When does a company outgrow its values? 



17 AUGUST
I bought it on kickstarter but I haven’t gotten it yet. 

Most four-wheel drive vehicles never see mud, 
North Face Jackets never see altitude. 

The company has bet the hat that we are the 
Where company. 

I think it’s easier to communicate innovation on 
a single device than on a smart device. 

What’s maps backward- spam. 

24 AUGUST
Social + Location + Time = Web 3.0

1/3 of Nokia Design is not going to be here.

We think we should focus on motion. 

What makes a family?

Will an 18 year old college student sell our products 
on a Saturday afternoon? 

On a Friday night, how do you justify working here to 
your wife or husband?

There is a lack of religion in the tech world for HTML 
5.

It’s not the people it’s the process.

No one has done angry birds on a gun. 

The beauty of a touch screen is that its incredibly 
versatile. 

The more options you give a user the longer they 
take. 

What athlete is ever banned for life in his sport?

You look like a day trader.

Modern Mechanics

A derivative of a derivative.

Nobody else will do this for us. 



31 AUGUST
A little bit more. 

I am feeling pressure. It’s an exciting pressure. 

This is my third to last week. 

I have exciting news. I am retiring. 

The last drop of beer in the commercial doesn’t 
happen by chance.

The director had to convince the actors that the 
taco was very good. 

One persons walking is another persons sauntering. 

The Shazam for general life. 

- My computer just died again. 
- Scary stuff.

Nokia doesn’t need a new family.

I am going to spend the rest of the 
afternoon designing. 

i’ve never worked for a company where people 
treat each other with such respect.

- Are we preparing ourselves, empting the bladders?
- What does that mean?

I think all motorcycles are cool. 

I’m surprised people don’t spend more time 
upside down. It’s really healthy

7 SEPTEMBER
Why is turning a PC on and off like starting a steam 
engine. 

Beginnings and endings are important. 

- We parted ways at Heathrow.
- Very modern of you. 

Why did our stock go down today? 

It’s too bad he can’t run for President again.

He pulled a chunk of plastic out of my eye. 

The last time I walked through it (the screen door) 
was open. 

The dog that attacked me keeps getting bigger and 
bigger. There was more than one. 

We Swift-Boated ourselves*. 

I gave up drinking for a month and my eye sight got 
better. 

* www.theverge.com/2012/9/5/3294545/nokias-pureview-ads-are-fraudulent





14 SEPTEMBER
Someone should be taken outside the sauna 
and shot. 

I’ll be doing a little bit of family planning this week.

Old people are better at holding grudges. 

As many goodbyes as Lord of the Rings.

Wikepedia is never clear on it. 

21 SEPTEMBER
The reason for the sigh is I am leaving to get married 
on Friday. 

Last week was a week of elephants. 

A personal jihad against lifestyle campaigns. 

A design red herring. 

Do you want to find a room?

You need a backup macaroon.

Alexander? You can take my computer. Won’t need it. 
We’re drawing on paper.

- Have any of you worked with Syvain Grande?
- Apparently he’s pretty big. 

Don’t sell water by the river. 

I’ll drop by and bring doughnuts.

If anyone knows any dodgey pawn shops.

It’s not going to be as bad as people think it’s going 
to be, between now and the end.

This is so complicated, I forgot what I ordered.

- You’ve not been on my ball.
- I’ve been on your ball. 

The music business is very complicated. 



28 SEPTEMBER
I am on hot standby for jury duty.
 
An all day session with breaks.
 
A great antidote to laziness is making things.
 
People judge a platform by the apps that live on it.
 
We need to re-launch snake.
 
Today is about looking forward.
 
Business number four is patents.
 
Heads Up is a 20-year principle*.
 
When you lead, people follow. That’s natural.
 
Mobile phones are the backbone of this company.
 
Philosophically, I could say fashion is function.
 
Just to be clear, we are not going to be making 
cars.
 
We (humans) are not pins on a map.
 
That art (of product launches) was mastered by 
someone at Apple that is now dead.
 
The fifth member of the Red Hot Chili Peppers.
 
Are any of you Facebook friends with the Curiosity 
rover?
 
I get nervous when things stop getting sold.

It’s kind of important where you sit.

Salesmen don’t call back as fast as you think they 
would. 

Emotionally your coming but corporately your not 
here yet. 

You’ll stick it where you won’t stick your phone. 
 
* Knowing this, Nick Foster has asked for Friday off.

 



5 OCTOBER
Fake shit is impressive. 

I have nothing to report other than I am finally 
here. 

He got married, which is good. 

I rode a mechanical bull there once. 

I’ll talk to him on the plane…where he can’t run.  

Project Battlebag

How are your choppers?

I can’t leave the house knowing the coffee 
maker is on. 

I don’t have a doctor. My doctor died. 

- It was a pack of coyotes.
- They were zombie dogs.

We’ve developed a skill, making hookers.  

There is a reason why the court jester was the 
only one who could speak the truth. 

12 OCTOBER
I am going to meet Steven.

We are going to need more space in the studio.

- I have connections…
- Collin Powell?

The 2013 portfolio is the best they’ve ever seen. 

He came out of the closet and said that we’re 
making L&C products. 

I just opened a bank account with my new wife. 

With enough monkeys and enough time...

First world problems

- Somethings wrong with Outlook.
- Have you considered counseling?

I was just reading our health benefits, if you we die…



19 OCTOBER
It’s going to be a busy week. 

He’s particularly prone to tickling. 

Do you know where to get a bed in a bag?

Baby giraffe medicine.

I bought some special ping pong shoes…150 
bucks. 

If you combine 100 things into 1 it’s novel- it’s 
not innovative

I have no morals. 

- We work in Silicon Valley but live in LA.
- How’s that working?

He’s on the jury.  

26 OCTOBER
It’s a meeting before the meeting. 

The CEO had an emotional, visceral response to 
something we put in his hands.

For a small team, we have a big impact. 

If you wrote a job description, you wouldn’t apply 
and you probably wouldn’t get it. 

- Hey Luke, do you want to go to the pub in and 
watch the World Series?
- No, I have to go wrestle horses**. 

We have water and coffee but I am not sure how 
much longer we can make it. 

There are plenty of road maps at the moment. 

The business does not depend on these things 
succeeding. 

It’s on an need to know, but we all need to know. 

- I don’t get why it’s part of Map Makers. 
- He gave two reasons.

You have two kids. You haven’t seen the inside of a 
theater in a long time. 

** The rumored response was more like, “No, I am 
going to go home and do yoga.” 



2 NOVEMBER
- Are you alright over there?
- I am fine. I just thought I could breath coffee. 

How many people are wearing a custom?

They basically had one left brain guy and one 
right brainer. 

People have strong feelings abut chairs. 

I still don’t know what he’s talking about in 
this song- he hawked his radio, he sold his 
television. 

Separate the droids and the mouse. 

An anthropological dig through Best Buy.

Do you do your best work when you absolutely 
believe in something?

9 NOVEMBER
Stylus or Styli?

A face to a spreadsheet

I feel like in five years all these mustaches and banjo 
wax will be over. 

- Paddles. Bats. Rackets. 
- Let’s face it, paddles are for water sports.

The good guy won. 

Bingo wings. 

Do you think Charlie is taking (executive) ping pong 
lessons?
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WHY I HAVEN’T BEEN FIRED...
I have been moisturizing myself since I was a teen.

- Imagine a naked woman.
- Got it. 

As you get older you sternum starts to develop a 
little grizzle- not unlike a yak’s scrotum. 

Tomato (ketchup) on tomato (vegetable) seems a 
bit incestuous (on a hamburger).

- Do you have a request?
- A tall, hot blonde (from Starbucks)

When I was a kid I had this thing about sticking my 
tongue in places-
 just to see. 

We’ve developed a skill... making hookers.

Ted has a fetish for nice tools.

I’ll show you my concept.

- Nice balls.
- Write that down. 

There’s a scene in Batman and Robin where they 
cover their stomaches in buttermilk…

It turns out business people want sex just a much 
as anyone else. That’s why they go to conferences. 

- I need an inch, just an extra inch.
- That’s what she said.

Have you Googled Santorum?

No other object pokes me like that.

Rich found the origin of balls to the walls. It’s not 
genitals. 

- I would like to mount….
- Chose your next words carefully. 

You’ll stick it where you won’t stick your phone. 



100-Day Cough

Analysis Paralysis

Bingo Wings

Cold-fusion in a Mayonnaise Jar

Common Rumpelstiltksin Passwords

Computer Programming Chops

Convict Colors

Cook’s Tour

Developer Gooblie Gook

Dog-Food It

Drug-Lord Palatial

First-World Problems

Friendship Fence

Get on the blower (phone)

Glitch Aesthetics

Hardware Agnostic 

Hell-for-Leather

Hygiene

Jedi Mind Tricks

Mental Out

Military Reflexes

Modern Mechanical

One Cuts. One Chooses

Project Battlebag

Red Ocean Strategy

Shit Show

Silicon Valley Pivot

Siri Humor

Stay-cation

Strategic co-dependence 

Swim Buddy

Sympathetic bladder

Table Stakes

The Human Computer

Visual Shrapnel 

Wine Skin

GREAT WORD COMBOS



COMING TO A CAR’S BUMPER NEEAR YOU
Every city has a KISS FM. 

Marriage…it’s only hard at night. 

When you go, leave some good music behind.  

Till death do us part- the divine prenuptial agreement. 

A phone is no good without other people. 

It’s hard to screw up brunch.

Do not ask for permission. Ask for forgiveness.

Getting a haircut is always a good move.

The best camera is always the one at hand.

Don’t get between a man and his money.

Do what you want but wear a helmet. 

We have better manuals for our cars than our bodies. 

Babies come at night.

Swim with a buddy.

Sometimes we have to do the slightly boring stuff.

One cuts. One chooses. 

You can’t type on a roller coaster. 

I bought it on kickstarter but I haven’t gotten it yet. 

It’s not the people it’s the process.

Don’t sell water by the river. 

Beginnings and endings are important. 



WE DO WORK IN A DESIGN STUDIO AFTER ALL
It’s always good to have the word first somewhere 
in a project. 

All design projects are vulnerable until they launch.  

Good ideas keep coming back until somebody 
does it right. 

Nothing speaks like delivering. 

Never underestimate the value of being ruthless 
and simple. It’s something that people appreciate. 

To serve is one of the most honorable things, but 
we are not a design service.
Good design takes time. 

If it is clear and easy, someone else would have 
done it. We don’t do those types of projects. 

If it’s funny and weird then we want to share it.

Any technology will be used by some extreme user 
group in some extreme way. 

Design is a weird profession in that you get paid 
twice.- not just dollars and cents but in that people 
enjoy your work. 

Every studio should have a child, a dog and a 
skateboard.

Never underestimate the power of cheesy- it might 
be worth a billion dollars.

I don’t think we should be the arbiters of what’s useful.

Don’t ever say: Someone’s already done it. 

I try to go to one event a year where I am not part 
of the tribe. 

It’s hard to make stuff.

Anything that relies on post-curation has a severe 
drop off rate.

It’s human nature- polished things get taken more 
seriously. 

Brand is a proxy for difference. 

Developers want to know two things. First, can I 
break it? Then what can I do with it. 

Most four-wheel drive vehicles never see mud, 
North Face Jackets never see altitude. 
People judge a platform by the apps that live on it.

If you combine 100 things into 1 it’s novel- it’s not 
innovative.

If you wrote a job description, you wouldn’t apply 
and you probably wouldn’t get it. 

Do you do your best work when you absolutely 
believe in something?

On of the best archiving techniques is alphabetical order.



HIGHS AND LOWS
We aren’t a very good catch-up company. We play 
good with a lead. 

They too have global travel ban too and that was 
comforting. 

We pour our blood, sweat and tears into our 
products so we don’t need to talk shit about 
another company.

In the 90’s we were a company that connected 
people. In the 2000’s we connected people to the 
Internet. In the next decade, we connect people to 
place.

It’s not a small task but we’re reinventing the map.

The beatings will continue until moral improves. 

Moving from tires to feature phones is a significant 
disruption. 

Are you onboard for one of the greatest company 
turnarounds ever?

Here, it takes swimming naked with the chief. 

We are a product company. We build things.

February 11 is a date that will live in infamy.

The days of welcome, here is your computer, here 
is your phone, the bathroom’s over there are over. 

We don’t do bribes. 

The next 12-18 months at will probably be the most 
exiting in the 140 year history of the company. 

The company has bet the hat that we are the Where 
company. 

1/3 of the company is not going to be here.

Will an 18 year old college student sell our products 
on a Saturday afternoon? 

i’ve never worked for a company where people 
treat each other with such respect.

Why did our stock go down today? 

A personal jihad against lifestyle campaigns. 

Today is about looking forward.

Business number four is patents.

Mobile phones are the backbone of this company.

The 2013 portfolio is the best they’ve ever seen. 



ONE YEAR IN ADVANCED DESIGN
A tree fell on her house.

I got engaged over the weekend…god help me.

I might have to take tomorrow off because I missed 
my anniversary. 

- I have my immigration interview tomorrow.
- So you might not be back.

- We will have a new employee, Jeremy Matters, 
joining us next Monday.
- Of course he does. 

I’ve got phone call about possible contractions.

The squirrel man is back.

I am learning about PPD.

Our thoughts and prayers are with him.

Did another tree fall on your house?

I am planning a wedding in France. Hopefully it’s my 
first and last.

Yesterday was the day she was suppose to be born.

On a Friday night, how do you justify working here 
to your wife or husband?

This is my third to last week. 

I have exciting news. I am retiring. 

He pulled a chunk of plastic out of my eye.  

The last time I walked through it (the screen door) 
was open. 

The dog that attacked me keeps getting bigger and 
bigger. There was more than one. 

I gave up drinking for a month and my eye sight got 
better. 

The reason for the sigh is I am leaving to get 
married on Friday. 

I am on hot standby for jury duty.

I have nothing to report other than I am finally 
here. 

We are going to need more space in the studio.

I just opened a bank account with my new wife. 



GENERALIZATIONS ABOUT THE HUMAN SPECIES
We get more sentimental the older we get.

People like fun.

The ability to lie is important socially. 

People collect a lot of crap. 

As a universal, people are lazy. 

Humans like to fold corners.

Things break in life. 

Young people are more likely to try something new. 

All motorcycles are cool. 

Old people are better at holding grudges. 

When you lead, people follow. That’s natural.

People have strong feelings abut chairs. 

Every man goes through a beer making stage.


